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 Arrival of the Ottomans in 
the Balkans

 First cartographic works by 
Serbian authors

 Zaharije Stefanović Orfelin
• Hagiography of Peter the 

Great

• History of Various Slavic 
Peoples: Serbians, Croatians 
and Bulgarians

Matica Srpska Library Р19Ср II 940/2.1

Introduction



School atlases

• First atlas
Пѣшій землеписникь (Solarić, 1804)

...50 years later

• Constantine Desjardins
Земльописный атласъ (1854)

-2 pages of text and 8 maps

-no copy has been preserved
National Library of Serbia, A I 420



• School curriculum (1883) provided for the study of 
geography in the 3rd and 4th grade of primary 
schools 

• Vladimir Karić:  

◦Geography of the Kingdom of Serbia for the 3rd

grade (1885) and

◦Geography of the Serbian Land and the Balkan 
Peninsula for the 4th grade (1887)

basis for the first preserved↓Serbian school atlas

• Atlas of the Kingdom of Serbia with geography 
according to the curriculum for the third grade→

of primary schools

(Petar Šreplović and Vladimir Titelbah, 1888) National Library of Serbia, MAG II 9694



• New atlas of the Kingdom 
of Serbia with geography 
and biographies – according 
to the new administrative 
division for 3rd grade

(Šreplović, 1891)

National Library of Serbia, A II 257



• Kosta Kovačević

What type of atlas we need for our high schools (1892)

• need for atlases in schools

• firstly atlas should have a physical map of the Kingdom of Serbia

• part dedicated to the Serbian ethnic space:

o1. Banat, Bačka, Baranja and Srem;

o 2. Istria, Croatia and Slavonia;

o 3. Bosnia, Herzegovina, Dalmatia, Montenegro and the Zeta region; 

o4. Old Serbia and Macedonia

• Balkan Peninsula

• Europe (at least 5 maps)

• other continents

• relief shown by the method of hachure map



• change of the geography curriculum in 1892

• novelties from the 1899 curriculum:
• 3rd grade pupils should be acquainted with the geography of the Kingdom of Serbia
• and more in detail in the 4th grade 
↓

• Atlas of the Kingdom of Serbia and Serbian lands according to the political division for the 4th grade 
pupils of national primary schools (Šreplović, 1899)
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Atlas of the Kingdom of Serbia and Serbian lands according to the political 
division for the 4th grade pupils of national primary schools (Šreplović, 1899)
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Serbian lands: Old Serbia, 
Macedonia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Dalmatia, 
Istria, Croatia, Slavonia, Srem, Banat, Bačka, Vidin, and Sredac
district (p. 38-51)



Atlas of the Kingdom of Serbia with geography by river basins, as per the curriculum -
a short reminder for 3rd grade primary school pupils, (Petar Šreplović and Josif
Kovačević, 1900)

• presentation of the Kingdom of Serbia based on 9 large river basins
• territory of one river basin shown with all the rivers within it

National Library of Serbia, МАГ II 284668 



Serbian Geography Atlas for the Junior High School Students (Josif Kovačević, 1902)
 instructions of Kosta Kovačević from 1892
 5th and 6th grade students ((non)European continents)
 relief was shown by the color method
 only geography maps

Early 20th Century

National Library of Serbia, А I 36 



Atlas of the Kingdom of Serbia by river basins for the 3rd grade 
of public schools (Mihailo Stanojević and Raša Mitrović, 1902)
• 7 river basins
• folk costumes of different parts of Serbia and historical data 

related to the First and Second Serbian Uprising
• 2 more editions (1914, 1920)

National Library of Serbia, А I 34 



Atlas of the Kingdom of Serbia and Serbian 
lands for the 4th grade of elementary schools 
(Dragutin Deroko, 1911)

• 4 maps of Kingdom of Serbia

• 4 maps were of Serbian lands
• 1 map of historical space of the Serbian lands

National Library of Serbia A II 3



▪Atlas of the Kingdom of Serbia With 
Geography by River Basins. A short 
reminder for 3rd grade pupils
(Šreplović in 1914)

 The last atlas published before the IWW:  

National Library of Serbia, A I 217



▫ 2 thematic atlases based on field research (Old Serbia and Macedonia, 1898-1901)

Atlases by Jovan Cvijić

▪ Atlas of Lakes of Macedonia, Old Serbia and Epirus or
the Great Lakes of the Balkan Peninsula (1902)

▪ Geological Atlas of Macedonia and Old
Serbia (1903)

National Library of Serbia, A III 33 



Conclusions

• Serbian atlases published at the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th 
century 

 auxiliary educational tool to facilitate the teaching of geography

 to present the Kingdom of Serbia and the surrounding countries and the main 
geographical characteristics of Serbia

 content and methodology defined by the geography curriculum

 purpose of giving a more detailed geographical picture of Serbia

 Cvijić's atlases – first thematic in Serbian cartography


