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 «a visual representation of information or data» (wikipedia)

Infographics

What are infographics exactly?

 «graphic visual representations of information, data or know-
ledge intended to present information quickly and clearly» (wikip.)

 «a visual representation of information which aims to make the 
data easily understandable at a first glance» (icons8.com)

 «Effective infographics tell a story» (visualstorytell.com)
 Storytelling = social and cultural activity of sharing stories (the 

narrative is the key; the story is usually complete and covers the 
«whole image»)  in modern media often used for marketing or 
educational purposes.

 Elements of infographics: charts, maps, icons, images, text 
(similar to atlas components) 



3 Modern storytelling through infographics in early statistical atlases | Thomas Schulz 14/07/2019

Infographics

Types of infographics

 Statistical Infographics
 Geographical Infographics
 Timelines Infographic
 Process Infographic
 Hierarchical Infographics
 Network Infographics
 Comparison Infographics
 Informational Infographic
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 Infographics are not new. Cave-drawings or Egyptian 
hieroglyphics can be regarded as early infographics.

Infographics & visual storytelling

When did infographics come up?
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 Breakthrough: 1920s with pictorial statistics (isotypes).
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 Infographics have evolved rapidly in recent years and are used 
commonly for mass communication and for a broader audience. 
This is due to
 lower production costs
 freely available graphics software
 (free) visual distribution channels (e.g. Social media)
 their simplicity and effectiveness in communication (even with 

complex subjects)
 an audience acquainted to visual information in their every-day 

consumption of information

Infographics & visual storytelling

Infographics as modern means of storytelling
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 (1a) Maps as parts of infographics
 (1b) Components of infographics in maps & atlases
 (2) Atlases about infographics
 (3) Infographics as parts of atlases (stories)

Infographics

The relationship of infographics and atlases
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Early infographics in Atlases

 1875 – 1915: Rise of statistical atlases (as independent atlases)
 1915 – 1945: Pictorial statistical atlases, Atlases of new nations

First use of infographics as means of visual storytelling in atlases
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Germany / Austria (O. Neurath, 1930)
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Unites States / Hungary (E. Raisz, 1944)
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Switzerland (FSO, 1897 / 1914)
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Switzerland (FSO, 1897 / 1914)
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Poland (K. B. Wójcikiewicz, 1938)
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Poland (K. B. Wójcikiewicz, 1938)
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Baltic States (1918–1938)

Eesti – Statistiline Album
Estonie – Album statistique
1925/28, Tallinn, 240 p., V. Schmidt / K. Seadnud
Riigi Statistika Keskbüroo

Latvijas Statistikas Atlass
Atlas statistique de la Lettonie
1938, Riga, 206 p., Margers Skujenieks
Valst Statistika Parvalde

Lietuva Skaitmenimis 1918–1928 
La Lithuanie en chiffres 1918–1928
1929, Kaunas, 190 p., 
Centralinis Statistikos Biuras
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Information modules



35 Modern storytelling through infographics in early statistical atlases | Thomas Schulz 14/07/2019

Lithuania (1929)
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Estonia (1925/28)
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Thank you for your attention!
thomas.schulz@bfs.admin.ch
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