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Outline

* Erwin Raisz — biography and opus
 The concept behind Raisz’ work

* Three Atlases
e Atlas of Global Geography
e Atlas of Cuba
e Atlas of Florida

e Possible Importance of the three Atlases
e Communication
e Storytelling



Biography

*1 March 1893, L6cse, Hungary

1914 degree in civil engineering and architecture
Royal Polytechnicum in Budapest Photo by Bachrach

1923 Immigration US Dr. Erwin Raisz
1924/1929 Master/Ph.D. Geology, Columbia University

1931 Institute of Geographical Exploration at Harvard University
(proposed by W. M. Davies, teaching Cartography)

1938 General Cartography (first cartographic textbook in English)
1951 Clark University, Boston; from 1957 University of Florida

e + 1968, Bangkok while travelling to the IGU in Dehli.



Landform (physiographic) Maps

* Influenced by W.M. Davies, |. Bowman and N.
Fenneman (physiographic provinces)

e Goal: explaining territory within its physiographic
instead of (man made) county borders
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Landform (physiographic) Maps

* Influenced by W.M. Davies, |. Bowman and N.
Fenneman (physiographic provinces)

e Goal: explaining territory within its physiographic
instead of (man made) county borders

 Geodeterministic answer to a prevailling statistical
approach to geography (H. Gannett)
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Landform (physiographic) Maps

* Influenced by W.M. Davies, |. Bowman and N.
Fenneman (physiographic provinces)

e Goal: explaining territory within its physiographic
instead of (man made) county borders

 Geodeterministic answer to a prevailling statistical
approach to geography (H. Gannett)

 Method: Delineate the significant elements of the
terrain in pictorial-diagrammatic fashion
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Landforms of the Northwestern States, 1941
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Landform (physiographic) Maps

* Influenced by W.M. Davies, |. Bowman and N.
Fenneman (physiographic provinces)

e Goal: explaining territory within its physiographic
instead of (man made) county borders

 Geodeterministic answer to a prevailling statistical
approach to geography (H. Gannett)

 Method: Delineate the significant elements of the
terrain in pictorial-diagrammatic fashion

 Maps: what you see rather then what you count
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& raiszmaps.com

Sy ABOUT ERWIN J. RAISZ ~ SHOP FOR MAPS ~ CART REVIEWS

Browse our selection of maps for sale from locations around the world.

_UNITED STATES _UNITED STATES _UNITED STATES
Landforms of the Landforms of the Landforms of the
United States United States with a Northwestern

Generalized Section United States

$10.00-$35.00 =
$8.00 B $12.00 X
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WWW.raiszmaps.com



Comprehensive geographic
information

 Maps that show the world as it physiographically is
e Statistical graphics that unveil human impact

e Pictorial elements to show peculiarities or
stereotypes

e Maps/drawings of historical sites
e Texts interconnecting the elements
e Focus on relevant information

* Appropriate use of cartographic techniques
(projection, generalisation)
(Raisz, 1942)



Infographic

An infographic is a multi-section visual
representation of information intended to
communicate one or more specific messages.

(Cairo, 2016)
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A good infographic

e 1....is truthful, as it’s based on thorough and honest
research.

e 2....is functional, as it constitutes an accurate
depiction of the data, and it’s built in a way that lets
people do meaningful operations based on it.

* 3. ... is beautiful, in the sense of being attractive,
intriguing, and even aesthetically pleasing for its
intended audience.

e 4. ...isinsightful, as it reveals evidence that we would
have a hard time seeing otherwise.

e 5. is enlightening because if we grasp and accept the
gvidence it depicts, it will change our minds for the
etter.
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How infographics work

All Elements are visible (no split over several pages,
no hidden folded sections)

e Superfluous information is ommited

e Semantic relation

e Spatial’ relation (sequence, reading direction)
e Semiotic relation (color/patterns)



Comprehensive geographic
information

 Maps that show the world as it physiographically is
e Statistical graphics that unveil human impact

e Pictorial elements to show peculiarities or
stereotypes

e Maps/drawings of historical sites
e Texts interconnecting the elements
e Focus on relevant information

* Appropriate use of cartographic techniques
(projection, generalisation)
(Raisz, 1942)



The three Atlases of Erwin Raisz

Floriﬁa

COMPILED BY ERWIN RAISZ AND ASSOCIATES

TEXT BY JOHN R. DUNKLE

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA PRESS +*» GAINESVILLE

Atlas of Global Geography 1944 Atlas de Cuba 1949 Atlas of Florida 1964



The Air Age

This atlas is somwhat different from the usual atlas.
Most maps are ,,global”, or more exactly, they are
drawn in oblique projection. [..] It shows the
,geographic landscape’

(Atlas of Global Geography, Preface)



Atlas of Global Geography - Examples
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Atlas of Global Geography - Examples
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Examples

Atlas of Global Geography
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Atlas of Global Geography - Examples
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Atlas de Cuba 1949

What is where and how far is it away?

CUBA, CENTRO
DE LAS AMERICAS
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What is where and how far is it away?

Atlas de Cuba 1949

CUBA, CENTRO
DE LAS AMERICAS

EL MUNDO ALREDEDOR DE CUBA
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Atlas de Cuba - Example
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Atlas of Florida - Example

The hnd-!ovm mao of Florida is
! photography.
W lhe innumerable Ilke’.

o.r-u rings in Walton County Is built around a sinkhole
umupbnd. Rivers commonly have their sources in

mh sinks.  Note the Ja
picture, o

lumber mill on the left side of the

8-9. LAND

The number indicates the rvla(m relief (height of hills above
m""”‘) in tens of feet. The letlers to the upper
number uwsvule the type of land. 5 means

knobby Ias

—

LAND-FORM REGIONS
(after H. K. Brooks & C. Rappenecker)

The map shows the land-form mgm
of Florida in a generalized way,
Jimiting lines are usually not 5o sNrp
in the real landscape.

west Plateau and ';M Talla-

such ip of uplas
of our field cmos (see p. 25) are grown
in this region.

The Central Highlands are at places
fiat and at others hilly, but aimost
everywhere are studded by lakes
and sinkholes. This region has most of
our citrus land (see p. 23). Four con-
spicuous border the area: the
Archer, h:‘ mrlh the YIIUN:M
the Lake Wa hey are thought to
be ancient beach ridges.

The Coastal Lowlands are generally quite flat and covored with flat-

veods At the intermediate level, shown in yonw, we find some

blmlss The lmlvushovm in green is mostly

bnchnl "m the land in the north-

m and from Tm’an Spﬂm No bars M'lopld else-
where in spite of the llvn mmm-dmmtd

The Southern Lowlands are of the Everglades , & swamp-sink flat
with fow subparaliel naln The east coast is immed by offshore
bars for its whole length. Former boach ridges paralieling the coast
are quite common for mny mam inland.
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150 W terracs Sevel
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25 Parmics tartace el

Central Highlands near Lakeland. Relatively flat upland with sink-
holes, most of them filled with lakes, some dry. Note the citrus
groves, and the diggings for phosphate on the left, partially fiooded.

Part of the Everglades. The paraliel swales mark
ancient beaches, which were used also as over-
flow channels of Lake Okeechobee. Note the
canal and fields of winter vegetables and the
drained muckland. Most of the land is covered
with tall marsh grass interrupted by clumps of
trees.

Miami Beach. This is a man-made land form.
Note the ship canal at the bottom of the picture
leading to Government Cut with its jetties at the
lower right. The sand from dredging was used
to build the MacArthur Causoway and the new
islands ot left. The small circular isiand is the

Flagler Monumeat. %




Atlas of Global Geography —
Two Parts

“Problems that are world wide in scope are thrust
upon us suddenly and unexpectedly today. Since our
immediate need is to understand these problems, the
second part of this atlas is devoted to the geography
of world problems-geopolitics, disease, hunger,
poverty, overpopulation, etc. -presented by means of

cartograms.”
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Atlas of Global Geography —
Two Parts

PoruraTion PROBLEmMS
SHIPES AL 1 GeOPOLITICS OF THE AIR AGE
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Atlas of Global Geography —
Two Parts

« Alte und neue Zentren der Weitfinanz

GEOPOLITICS OF THE AIR AGE

. JAPAN
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Cartographic
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10e9n
Automate, athn) It G21 rweRtwichtigste Handelsplatz nack der

New Borse.

22007 fusionierte die New Yorker Borse (New York Stock Exchange, NYSE)
mitden Borses der Ewonext (Pars, Anstercam, Brissel, Ussabon ued
Forto) rer NYSE-furonext.

3. Die London Stock Exchange Bat 2007 die Madarder Borse
Ebernammen.

] 4 Tie 2095 gedildete Veseicigung der 367sen von Kepeahagen, Helsinki,
_. m:n\ Stockholn, kina, ifa uad Vilnius wurde 2007 v der Naséag

e

Atlas of Globalisation, Le Monde 2013
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Atlas of Florida - Example

CULTURE

B D o st combios S S Bt S et S o 1
outlets for "““5 cultural Rbinshert, b Faride Tousist Guide, Winter Chamber of hos
ﬁmmp Symbolic these is the e Deportment of Archtest

Tower near Llh‘ Wales in the
ll'lldﬂ of 3 bird sanctuary. Its carilion

is resound across rofling hifls green
bei orange groves. — e
Cultural Ife in ﬂmﬂl has

ry & he world. Many
have contriduted lh'll talents; others,
as patrons of arts, have established
numerous art galleries. The mumccp.l
auditoriums, fairs, flower
hobby shows stimulate the tatent of th
local citizens. Thousands of people on-
Joy square dancing in the early Sry Amert.
€an tradition. Schools and universities
are key features in cultural growth and
provide rooms and facilities for civic
offorts. Florida has 14 symphony or-
chestras and & great numbar of museums and art galleries.
Nature groups are widespread, Plants, birds, reptiles, fish, shells,
fossils, m:huologlcal sites, and caves all have devoted adher-
ents in organired focal and naticaal clubs. The Boy Scouts and
Girl Scouts acquaint the young with nature’s marvels, Cultural
life starts early. Most schools have study clubs, school bands,
and science fairs in additicn to their regular :umculll studies.
Imost every city has some. Yind of public Iibeary, rocreation hall,
eden ciub, a»u various groups -mngma cultural mumﬂ
gm-, cannot all be shown on the may

CULTURAL REGIONS

The map attompts to characterize
the various sections of Florida.
Although the character of the vari-
ous sections is deing chan
urbanization and industrialization,
there is still a great difference be-
tween the flavor of the subsist.
ence farm area of Wﬂhém Florida
ed

nchland, between
m»w\lnnd and the beaches.

FLORIDA'S HOUSES

Only a few houses still survive from the Spanish era in St Augustine and Pensacola.
Lmlmmwmﬂmlmoﬁmwanclmwnlmwn built by
ihe poneer dwel
uml Mm lx mll to bo um in oider farmhouses. As sawmills became mor
Florida mare prosperous, the G«h»c style came into vogue. All
eaves. High cellings provided
spread into north-
ith, Stone or brick walls suit Florida well; they
5 Gay Nineties brought the “Carpenter’s Classic,” a some.
inet shop trimmings. Gables and towers, shingled
w and ormamented lightning rods produced a
bizarre variety. The boom of the 1920's promoted in Florida the pseudo-Spanish smo
The best examples of this type wore very beautiful; the worst were grotesque st
tures of plaster and lath. The modernistic style which has devel in the last !ew
decades is in some ways move severe, but tasteful combinations of building materials
soften the rectangular form.

“Culture”™ has various meanings. I\ mcluou those
sctivities in which people eng:
il o uummnmm
ory, and nature provide the major cutiets

for cultural nﬂaxmvuﬂ Thus we buil
and galleries and
the above definition
:unum activities. @ on paj

r pages, especially those concernis
x‘&ﬂwy‘m people, expand the picture of Florida'
cuiture,

CENTERS tsee v et

:
varles) o
]

{ Episcopal Dicceses varien} "
s PTQW." Synods (location
°

ries!
Jewish Center Roman Catholic Dioceses

Other churches include Adventist, Apostolic, Asumulad God, Christian,
Christian Scmu:e Chwcn of Cﬁm Chw:n isciples of Christ,

Mormon, Nazas
Church of CMIL

MIAMI AREA




Important development

e Breaking up the prevailing structural division of
atlases (maps/texts/graphics-parts)

e Inclusion of lately achieved/revived visualisation
methods

 Integration of both stereotypes (recognition effect)
and explanatory drawings

e Position of several entry points for the user to
unveil complex information

* Enabling storytelling



Herbert Bayer: Geo-Graphic Atlas 1953
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Herbert Bayer: Geo-Graphic Atlas 1953
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Leibniz-Institut
fur Landerkunde

Doumo arigatou gozaimasu!

Thank you!

Eric H. Losang - Leibniz Institute for Regional Geography, Leipzig,
Germany, e _losang@ifl-leipzig.de



