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Outline 

•  Erwin	Raisz	–	biography	and	opus	
•  The	concept	behind	Raisz‘	work	
•  Three	Atlases	

•  Atlas	of	Global	Geography	
•  Atlas	of	Cuba	
•  Atlas	of	Florida	

• Possible		Importance	of	the	three	Atlases	
•  Communication	
•  Storytelling	



Biography 

•  *	1	March	1893,	Lőcse,	Hungary	
•  1914	degree	in	civil	engineering	and	architecture		
Royal	Polytechnicum	in	Budapest	

•  1923	Immigration	US	
•  1924/1929	Master/Ph.D.	Geology,	Columbia	University	
•  1931	Institute	of	Geographical	Exploration	at	Harvard	University	
(proposed	by	W.	M.	Davies,	teaching	Cartography)	

•  1938	General	Cartography	(first	cartographic	textbook	in	English)	
•  1951	Clark	University,	Boston;	from	1957	University	of	Florida	
•  +	1968,	Bangkok	while	travelling	to	the	IGU	in	Dehli.		



Landform (physiographic) Maps 

•  Influenced	by	W.M.	Davies,	I.	Bowman	and	N.	
Fenneman	(physiographic	provinces)	

• Goal:	explaining	territory	within	its	physiographic	
instead	of	(man	made)	county	borders	
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Statistical	atlas	of	the	United	States	1898	
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Landform (physiographic) Maps 

•  Influenced	by	W.M.	Davies,	I.	Bowman	and	N.	
Fenneman	(physiographic	provinces)	

• Goal:	explaining	territory	within	its	physiographic	
instead	of	(man	made)	county	borders	

• Geodeterministic	answer	to	a	prevailling	statistical	
approach	to	geography	(H.	Gannett)	

• Method:	Delineate	the	significant	elements	of	the	
terrain	in	pictorial-diagrammatic	fashion	

• Maps:	what	you	see	rather	then	what	you	count	



Landform (physiographic) Maps 

Lobeck,	A.			

Things	Maps	Don't	Tell	Us	1957	



www.raiszmaps.com	



Comprehensive geographic 
information 

• Maps	that	show	the	world	as	it	physiographically	is	
•  Statistical	graphics	that	unveil	human	impact	
• Pictorial	elements	to	show	peculiarities	or	
stereotypes	

• Maps/drawings	of	historical	sites	
•  Texts	interconnecting	the	elements	
•  Focus	on	relevant	information	
• Appropriate	use	of	cartographic	techniques	
(projection,	generalisation)	

(Raisz,	1942)	

	
	



Infographic   

An	infographic	is	a	multi-section	visual	
representation	of	information	intended	to	
communicate	one	or	more	specific	messages.		

(Cairo,	2016)	



Iconic 



A good infographic 

•  1.	…	is	truthful,	as	it’s	based	on	thorough	and	honest	
research.	

•  2.	…	is	functional,	as	it	constitutes	an	accurate	
depiction	of	the	data,	and	it’s	built	in	a	way	that	lets	
people	do	meaningful	operations	based	on	it.	

•  3.	…	is	beautiful,	in	the	sense	of	being	attractive,	
intriguing,	and	even	aesthetically	pleasing	for	its	
intended	audience.		

•  4.	…	is	insightful,	as	it	reveals	evidence	that	we	would	
have	a	hard	time	seeing	otherwise.	

•  5.	is	enlightening	because	if	we	grasp	and	accept	the	
evidence	it	depicts,	it	will	change	our	minds	for	the	
better.	
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How infographics work 

	
All	Elements	are	visible	(no	split	over	several	pages,	
no	hidden	folded	sections)	
	
•  Superfluous	information	is	ommited	
•  Semantic	relation	
•  ‚Spatial‘	relation	(sequence,	reading	direction)	
•  Semiotic	relation	(color/patterns)	
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The three Atlases of Erwin Raisz 

Atlas	of	Global	Geography	1944	 Atlas	of	Florida	1964	Atlas	de	Cuba	1949	



The Air Age 

This	atlas	is	somwhat	different	from	the	usual	atlas.	
Most	maps	are	„global“,	or	more	exactly,	they	are	
drawn	in	oblique	projection.	[..]	It	shows	the	
‚geographic	landscape‘	

(Atlas	of	Global	Geography,	Preface)	



Atlas of Global Geography - Examples 



	
	

Atlas of Global Geography - Examples 

	

	

	

	



Atlas of Global Geography - Examples 

	

	 	
	 	

	



Atlas of Global Geography - Examples 
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Atlas de Cuba - Example 



Atlas of Florida - Example 



Atlas of Global Geography –  
Two Parts 

“Problems	that	are	world	wide	in	scope	are	thrust	
upon	us	suddenly	and	unexpectedly	today.	Since	our	
immediate	need	is	to	understand	these	problems,	the	
second	part	of	this	atlas	is	devoted	to	the	geography	
of	world	problems-geopolitics,	disease,	hunger,	
poverty,	overpopulation,	etc.	-presented	by	means	of	
cartograms.”	
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Atlas of Global Geography –  
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Atlas de Cuba - Examples 



Atlas of Florida - Example 



Important development 

• Breaking	up	the	prevailing	structural	division	of	
atlases	(maps/texts/graphics-parts)	

•  Inclusion	of	lately	achieved/revived	visualisation	
methods	

•  Integration	of	both	stereotypes	(recognition	effect)	
and	explanatory	drawings	

• Position	of	several	entry	points	for	the	user	to	
unveil	complex	information	

•  Enabling	storytelling	



Herbert Bayer: Geo-Graphic Atlas 1953 



Herbert Bayer: Geo-Graphic Atlas 1953 
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Doumo arigatou gozaimasu! 
 

Thank you! 

Eric	H.	Losang		-	Leibniz	Institute	for	Regional	Geography,	Leipzig,	
Germany,	e_losang@ifl-leipzig.de	

	


